City of Florence, Alabama Poet Laureate

Procedure and Nomination Information

Purpose: Florence, being the Renaissance City, deserves the presence of all of the arts, including
the literary arts, In that regard, the City has a wonderful Storytelling Festival and contests in
visual art, essay writing and sonnet-weiting for young people sponsored by such organizations at
the Kennedy-Douglass Center for the Arts, the Florence Kiwanis Club and the Alabama
Renaissance Faire, The Poet Laureate works to promote the written word among Florence
residents of all ages.

Qualifications: To be considered for the position of Poet Laureate, the person must:
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Live within the corporate limits of the City of Florence;

Have lived in the City at least one full year;

Continue to live in the City throughout the tenure of the appointment;

Be at least 18 years of age;

Have publication history which can include books (excluding self-published and vanity
presses), and a variety of journals and media;

Have received recognition in the field; and

Have demonstrated a previous commitment to promoting awareness of poetry.

Term and Honorarium: The Poet Laureate will serve a two-year tenure and receive $1500 per
year at the completion of each 12 month petiod. '

Responsibilities; The Poet Laureate will:
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Read original or selected poems by other poets, approved by the Steering Committee, at
ceremonial events, such as the unveiling of works of art, the dedication of buildings,
structures, and parks; and public gatherings such as City Council meetings, festivals, and
other civic events,

Champion the art of poctry and the spoken word in person and on social media;
Celebrate the City’s cultural history;

Attend literary and other cultural events in the City as appropriate;

Give a minimum of six (6) public readings and/or workshops over the two-year term that
are free and open to the public, including visits to schools and/or events for young
people; and

Provide updates as requested by the Steering Committee.




Selection Process; After the completion of the nomination period, the Poet Laureate Steering
Committee will meet to review applications and select up to three finalists to interview. The
finalist best representing the community shall be recommended by the Mayor for appointment.

The steering committes’s recommendation to the Mayor shall be based upon the following
criteria:

-+ Creativity, as reflected by submitted works of poetry
s Comimitment to community, as demonstrated by community service, outreach, and engagement

» Professionalism, as evidenced by a history of publication in books, journals, or other media and
henors, awards, fellowships, or other recognition

» Advancement of poetry in Florence, as evidenced by a history of activity in the community
through readings, publications, public presentations, and/or teaching « variety of demographics.




NOMINATOR:
Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:

How long have you known the nomines, and in what capacity:

Signed: Date:

NOMINEE:
Name:

Address;

Phone: ' Email;

Yes No

Nominee is a resident of Florence and has been for one full year

Nominee will continue to regide in Florence for the duration of appointment

Nominee has at least one publication (not including self~published or vanity
press)

Nominee is at least 18 years of age

Nominee demonstrates inferest in community engagement

Please print the above nomination form (one page) and attach the following documents:
1. Nominee resume or Curriculum Vitae

2. Nominee writing samples (minimum of three)

Include cover sheet listing title, publisher, and publication date.

Nomination form unaccompanied by the required attachments above will not be considered for
selection.

Submit nomination form and decuments to:
KD Art Center, 217 E. Tuscaloosa St, Florence AL.
OR email to connect@florencealmuseums.org

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: DECEMBER 135, 2025 at 4 pm.
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